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dorsally subcoinpressed, inner face plane.—Species 60.—Europe.
Asia, Africa, \merica.
D. carota Linn, is used medicinally in Europe. China, Indo
China, Z). gmgidium Linn, in Corsica and Sicily.
official —The root of D. carota Linn. var. saliva De Cand.
(Portugal).
1.    Daucus carota Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 242.—plate 4S5B.
A biennial plant, 1-1.5 m. high or sometimes somewhat more,
branching from the base, scabrous. Leaves triangular to oblong in
outline. 2-3-pinnatisect into oblong-lanceolate, incised-dentate
segments those of the upper leaves linear-lanceolate. Umbel with
very numerous rays, at lengtE contracted into a nest-like form; bracts
of the involucre 3-fid or pinnate, of the involucel linear, white-
margined, entire or 2-3-fid; petals radiating; central flower sterile*
purple; fruits 4 mm, long, 3 mm. broad, including the prickles;
prickles setaceous, as long as the diameter of the seed or longer with
1-3 recurved barbs.
Distribution     Probably a native of the sea-coasts of S. Europe, but of very ancient
cultivation.—Cultivated in many parts of India
The carrot is sweet, sharp, bitter; gives appetite; astringent to
the bowels, antidysenteric, carminative, cardiotonic; cures leprosy*
piles, pains, burning sensation, thirst, biliousness, tumours; good for
inflammation, asthma, hiccough; corrects foul breath (Ayurveda),
The carrot has a sweet, good taste, slightly bitter; tonic, aphro-
disiac, expectorant, diuretic, stomachic; good for the liver; used in
bronchitis and chest troubles, urinary complaints; lessens griping,
and inflammation of the spleen* For external use the leaves are
preferable. The wild carrot is laxative (Yunam),
The seeds are considered to be a nervme tonic; boiled with
honey and fermented, they produced a spirituous liquor. A decoc-
tion of the leaves and seeds is said to be used by natives as a stimulant
to the uterus during parturition* The roots are made into a marma-
lade and considered refrigerant
In the Punjab, the seeds are considered aphrodisiac, and given
in uterine pain.

